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The current state of tobacco control policy of 40 municipalities
in Aomori Prefecture

Ko Narumi', Yasurou Kuba', Terumitsu Yamasaki', Shin-ichi Araya', Shigeyuki Nakaji’

Purpose

The purpose of this survey is to examine the tobacco control policies being taken by all the public facilities,
including schools under public management and municipal government offices, in the 40 municipalities in Aomori
Prefecture.

Subjects and method

Aomori Anti-tobacco Association investigated the tobacco control policies being taken by all the public facilities in
the 40 municipalities in Aomori Prefecture by addressing a questionnaire to them. The association independently
calculated the total marks of tobacco control policies being taken by them to prevent passive smoking and appraised
such policies. Furthermore, the association examined the factors correlated with such policies being taken by each
municipality.

Results and Discussion

The association learned that 29% of the 1,818 facilities surveyed ban smoking in their property as well as in their
buildings, 32% prohibit smoking in the buildings only, 28% provide smoking corners in the buildings and 11% have
no such areas. We, the authors of this thesis, evaluated the 40 municipalities in the light of their tobacco control
policies and learned that the most advanced municipality is Fukaura town (85.3 points out of the possible 100) and the
most retarded one is Nishimeya village (22.5 points). We have also examined the correlation between the tobacco
control policy of each municipality and its total revenue, and found out that the coefficient of correlation was 0.31 at p
< 0.05. In terms of the the ratio between the cigarette tax and the total revenue, the correlation was found out to be
-0.47 at p < 0.05, and those of between the average life span of males and the tobacco control policy of each
municipality, were 0.43 at p < 0.05. Thus, a big difference of tobacco control policies between municipalities has come
to light.

Conclusion
We must urge the retarded municipalities to strengthen their respective measures to prevent passive smoking
immediately.
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