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Issues of Vending Machines for Cigarettes
Katsuhide Ohashi
President, Ohashi Gastrointestinal Proctologic Surgical Clinic

Abstract: Vending machines had been increased until the year 2000. Now, the number of vending machines is approximately 620,000. These are seen
on roadsides and in stores all over our country. This state is unparalleled in foreign countries. The popularization of vending machines is based on
Tobacco Business Law in our country.

Issues about vending machines

The first issue: About half or more of junior high students gain access to cigarettes through vending machines and the rate only increases in high
school. Sales from vending machines seem to play a large role in cigarette access by young people.

The second issue: Most cases seem to correspond to Tobacco Business Law. The location of a sale office is not appropriate; when vending machines
are installed in locations that make control of surveillance on sales of cigarettes difficult, such as locations away from stores; from the standpoint of
preventing underage smoking.

The third issue: The vending machines role in cigarette advertising, with various tempting images.

The forth issue: The Japan Tobacco Society will provide the vending machines with a function for identification of adults by IC card in 2008. These
factors will not drastically prevent underage smoking.

Key words: Tobacco Business Law; vending machine; preventing underage smoking; cigarette advertising; IC card
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